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Green T craft/ an excellent and relevant A Thou/and Crane/ — 
ut profe//ional prowe//

outweigh/ heart.

SAVE THIS ARTICLE

6



3/8/2019 A timely call for peace | MinnesotaPlaylist.com

http://minnesotaplaylist.com/magazine/article/2017/a-timely-call-for-peace 2/6

What an eeril: fitting time to retell jadako ja/aki’/ /tor:. jhe wa/ two :ear/ old

when an American atomic 
om
 hit her home town of Hiro/hima in 1945, and 12

when /he died of leukemia triggered 
: radiation expo/ure from the 
om
. Her life,

and the thou/and paper crane/ /he and her loved one/ folded 
efore her death, are

international reminder/ of the effect/ of warfare.

The United jtate/ /truck a j:rian airfield thi/ week following a government-led

chemical weapon/ attack  again/t it/ citizen/ la/t Tue/da:, killing at lea/t 80, man:

of them children. jo the chance to reflect on jadako’/ life through the pla: A
Thou1and Crane1 wa/ a /ort of gift. With a /tead: hi/tor: of producing pla:/, Green
T managed to make grim /u
ject matter uplifting and 
eautiful.

The /how opened with actor/ pla:ing traditional Japane/e in/trument/ to melodie/

compo/ed 
: Miriam Ger
erg. Thi/ /et the tone perfectl: for the immer/ive

experience of jadako’/ life. Running in 
ounc: pon:tail/ around Dreamland Art/’/

/tage a/ /he practiced for a 
ig /chool race, jadako opened the /how a/ a 
all of energ:. Fut one da:, /he collap/e/

while out running and i/ ru/hed to the ho/pital. After 
eing diagno/ed, jadako /et/ off to fold 1000 origami crane/,

in/pired 
: a Japane/e legend that /a:/ an:one who fold/ that man: crane/ will 
e granted a wi/h. Vi/ited 
: her


e/t friend, her grief-/tricken parent/ and the /pirit of her grandmother, jadako fold/ in hope/ of getting well. Fut

the clock tick/ throughout. A/ ca/t mem
er/ count into the hundred/ and jadako fold/, /he meet/ an earl: death

like man: who were touched 
: the 
om
. (Thi/ /tor:’/ prett: well known. Felieve me, it’/ in the telling, and what

happen/ after jadako’/ death that that make/ thi/ pla: /pecial.)

Kathr:n jchultz Miller’/ /cript wa/ refre/hingl: light of text, leaving plent: of room for movement and mu/ical


reak/. Director and choreographer Kath: Welch did not ru/h an:thing, letting the performer/ take u/ through the/e

image/ with a calm grace. F: telling the /tor: from jadako’/ per/pective, taking on a more innocent experience of

the /ickne// and effect/ of the 
om
, the /cript allowed the /how to 
e extremel: creative while remaining

appropriate for all age/. (Hearing that the compan: ha/ toured the /how in Wi/con/in for /chool group/ made a

whole lot of /en/e.) The pla:’/ capacit: to give older viewer/ a different experience ju/t 
: knowing it/ context gave

it an added weight.
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Green T ha/ produced more than 30 /how/, and it, well, /how/. From cri/p lighting to whim/icall: choreographed


it/, the: made excellent u/e of all technical element/. A highlight wa/ when character/ di/appeared 
ehind an

opaque-/eeming /tage flat to reveal that it wa/ a /creen. Like human /hadow puppet/, actor/ u/ed the /creen to

take on per/ona/ of the dead. jimple :et powerful trick/ like thi/ helped elevate the pla: 
e:ond the /mall /pace it

inha
ited.

jo did the acting. All three actor/ filled the /tage, with Catrina Hu:nh-Wei// and Ki jeung Rhee /witching 
etween

multiple role/. Their a
ilitie/ made the /tor: /eem 
igger than a three-per/on one. At the center of it, jarah Tan

channeled jadako’/ childlike ph:/icalit:. Her endle// jumping and /huffling reminded u/ thi/ pla: wa/ 
eing told

from the 12-:ear-old’/ viewpoint. jcar: puppet/ cra/hing in on her when /he fell /ick and (ma:
e a few too man:)

joke/ a
out her 
e/t friend 
eing a frog reinforced that too.

Fut de/pite the good acting and ma/terful u/e of the production element/ — and de/pite jadako’/ fidgeting — the

pla: lacked a :outhful energ: that could have taken it further. In creating /uch perfect image/ and farming the

creativit: out of ever: corner of the /et, it wa/ too put together to unravel. For how flawle//l: it followed the

formula, it’/ a pit: the pla: did not have more heart. A/ much a/ I would have liked the /how to /park reflection

and cathar/i/ a
out recent event/ (and even more recent one/ /ince I /aw it on Thur/da:), it did not. Watching the

innocent approach, the adult I have 
ecome did not get torn down 
: jadako’/ /tor: in the wa: I wa/ hoping I

would. It left me /earching for a /olace that I don’t think an: of u/ are going to find right now.

Fut it wa/ an admira
le effort, and at the center of the pla: wa/ a me//age of peace. jadako’/ legac: live/ on, and

ha/ ver: real importance right now. How man: crane/ will it take to make thi/ wi/h come true?
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4 Stars ‑ Highly Recommended
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BY AANEWS IN ARTS · JAPANESE · THEATER — 4 APR, 2017

Story of Sadako Sasaki brought to stage
in ‘A Thousand Cranes’

Ki Seung Rhee, left, Sarah

Tan, right, and Catrina

Huynh-Weiss in A Thousand

Cranes.

ST. PAUL, Minn. (April 4, 2017)

— Green T Productions

presents A Thousand Cranes,

the true and poignant story of

Sadako Sasaki, a young victim

of the Hiroshima atomic

bomb, on stage April 7-14

at Dreamland Arts, 677

Hamline AVE N, Saint Paul MN,

55104.

Sadako was only two years old when the bomb fell

and seemed to be unharmed, but at twelve she was

diagnosed with “radiation sickness” an aftermath of

the bomb’s e�ects. With boundless optimism, she

takes an old story to heart: If a sick person folds a

thousand paper origami cranes the gods will grant

her wish and make her well again. She begins to fold

her thousand cranes.
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Before Sadako is able to complete her task, she is

visited by her Grandmother who lovingly carries her

on the back of a glorious crane … to the land of a

thousand, thousand spirits. There she joins her

ancestors and learns that her true wish may be

granted. Her friends and classmates �nished

Sadako’s work. They folded enough cranes to make

a thousand.

Today children in Japan and all over the world fold a

thousand cranes and lay them at the feet of

Sadako’s statue in the Hiroshima Peace Park. Their

wish is engraved at the bottom of the monument:

“This is our cry, This is our prayer, Peace in the

world.”

Sarah Tan of Singapore plays Sadako Sasaki the girl

who was two years old when an American atomic

bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. Ki Seung Rhee of

St. Paul plays Sadako’s father and Kenji, her friend.

Catrina Huynh-Weiss of Minneapolis plays Sadako’s

mother and the spirit of Sadako’s Grandmother who

guides her in hope for peace.

A Thousand Cranes was written by Kathryn Schultz

Miller, directed by Kathy Welch, with musical

composition by Miriam Gerberg. Drawing upon over
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a decade of study of traditional Japanese

performing arts, Welch directs the cast in this

production which includes dance, stylized

movement and mask-work. 

Gerberg, an ethnomusicologist, works with world

musics includes a specialty in Middle Eastern

musics, including performing classical Arabic music,

Japanese koto and Javanese gamelan. As a

composer she has been commissioned to write

works for chamber orchestra, improvisational

ensembles, opera, music theater, chamber

instrumental and vocal, dance and video.

The play runs 60 to 75

minutes with no

intermission. The age

recommendation is 7

and older.

Performance Schedule:

Thur April 6 at 7:30 pm

Fri April 7 at 7:30 pm

Sat April 8 at 2 pm and

7:30 pm

Sun April 9 at 7:30 pm

Mon April 10 at 7:30 pm 

(Pay What You Can Night)

Thur April 13 at 7:30 pm
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Fri April 14 at 7:30 pm

For tickets and information visit http://dreamlandarts.com/a-

thousand-cranes-buy-tickets or www.greentproductions.org.
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